
  THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
     March 27, 2022 

Date Intentions Requested by 

3/27/22 Open - 

3/30/22 Open - 

3/31/22 Open - 

4/3/22 Open - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME HOME 

What we don’t often remember in the story of the Prodigal 

Son is that God is there welcoming, urging us on. A few 

years ago there was a funeral for a young man who died of 

a drug overdose within days of coming out of a treatment 

center. Many of his young friends came but expected fire 

and brimstone, and to be told what a bad child that boy 

was. Instead, the priest preached about God loving this 

child so much that perhaps the only way God could protect 

him was to bring him home. That gentle image of God wel-

coming him with open arms soothed the broken hearts and 

unspoken questions that were on many minds. Not every 

situation is that drastic, but God is calling us home this Lent 

no matter what mistakes we’ve made, or how many times 

we have made them.  

Readings for March 27,  2022 
      Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Joshua 5: 9a, 10-12 

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 

2 Corinthians 5:1 7-21 

Luke 15: 1-3 , 11-32 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Schedule 
-Stations of the Cross—following Wed. 12 noon Mass 

-Holy Thursday, April 14 — 6:00pm 

-Good Friday , April 15— Stations of the Cross 12:00 noon,      

 Confessions 12:30-1:00, Liturgy 3:00pm 

-Holy Saturday, April 16— 8:00pm 

-Easter Mass, April 17—11:00am 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God and  

greater love to our neighbors. 

 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Mass 

Date 

Offertory Online  

Giving (MTD) 

Attendance 

Mar 20,  2022 $1,343.00 $1,546.80 106 

Call 828-526-2418 to request a Mass intention.  

Special Respect Life Mass Saturday March 12 at 10:00am: 

St. Margaret Mary parish in Swannanoa is offering a special 

regional Respect Life Mass for the end of abortion on Satur-

day March 12 at 10am. Mass will be offered by Fr. Brian 

Becker, and afterwards attendees are invited travel to 

Asheville to peacefully pray for an end to abortion (for one 

hour) at the local Planned Parenthood abortion facility in 

Asheville. St. Margaret Mary parish is located at 102 An-

drews Place, Swannanoa, NC 28778. All are invited to 

attend. The event is sponsored by the Carolina Pro-Life 

Action Network of Western NC (C-PLAN), a coalition of area 

Catholic pro-life leaders. For more information, con-

tact  ashevilleprolifecatholics@gmail.com 

Blessing of Easter Food Baskets  
 
Holy Saturday, April 16th Blessing of Easter Food Baskets at St. Thomas Aquinas Church. Deacon James 
Witulski will be blessing Easter food. The church located at 1400 Suther Rd., Charlotte, NC 28213 

mailto:ashevilleprolifecatholics@gmail.com


   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

Denise Cook,  Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

Jim Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins, Thelma Petrone, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, 
Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and  Lucille Devane 

                             Father Barone’s Column 

 LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE BISHOPS  

ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 
 
Dear Brother, 
 
Nearly a month has passed since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine that is daily inflicting immense suffering upon its sorely tried 
people and threatening world peace. At this dark hour, the Church is urgently called to intercede before the Prince of Peace and to 
demonstrate her closeness to those directly affected by the conflict. I am grateful to the many people who have responded with great 
generosity to my appeals for prayer, fasting and charity. 
 
Now, also in response to numerous requests by the People of God, I wish in a special way to entrust the nations at war to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. As I announced yesterday at the conclusion of the Angelus prayer, on 25 March, the Solemnity of the Annun-
ciation, I intend to carry out a solemn Act of Consecration of humanity, and Russia and Ukraine in particular, to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. Since it is fitting that we should invoke peace with hearts renewed by God’s forgiveness, the Act of Consecration 
will take place in the context of a Celebration of Penance to be held in Saint Peter’s Basilica at 5:00 p.m., Rome time. The Act itself 
will take place about 6:30 p.m. 
 
This Act of Consecration is meant to be a gesture of the universal Church, which in this dramatic moment lifts up to God, through 
his Mother and ours, the cry of pain of all those who suffer and implore an end to the violence, and to entrust the future of our hu-
man family to the Queen of Peace. I ask you to join in this Act by inviting the priests, religious and faithful to assemble in their 
churches and places of prayer on 25 March, so that God’s Holy People may raise a heartfelt and choral plea to Mary our Mother. I 
am sending you the text of the prayer of consecration, so that all of us can recite it throughout that day, in fraternal union. 
 
I thank you for the attention you will give to this request and for your ready cooperation. With great affection, I bless you and the 
faithful entrusted to your pastoral care. May Jesus protect you and the Holy Virgin watch over you. I ask you, please, also to pray 
for me. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
From Saint John Lateran, 21 March 2022 
 
FRANCIS 

OLMhighlands.com/parish membership 

Stewardship 

The blind man in today’s Gospel was willing to let Jesus minister to 

him and willingly did all Jesus asked of him. The Pharisees were more 

resistant to His message, spending their time and energy to disprove 

the miracle. Which am I more like, the man born blind or the Phari-

sees? 

CURRENT LENTEN LAWS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence (i.e. no meat) for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during 
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is per-
mitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat 
are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 


